
2027-2028 
Organizational Grant Program 
Application Workshop

Download program guidelines, sample application and instructions at:
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP

Online application:
https://apply-lacdac.smapply.io
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LA County Land Acknowledgment
The County of Los Angeles recognizes that we occupy land originally and still 
inhabited and cared for by the Tongva, Tataviam, Serrano, Kizh, and 
Chumash Peoples. We honor and pay respect to their elders and descendants 
past, present, and emerging as they continue their stewardship of these 
lands and waters. We acknowledge that settler colonization resulted in land 
seizure, disease, subjugation, slavery, relocation, broken promises, genocide, 
and multigenerational trauma. This acknowledgment demonstrates our 
responsibility and commitment to truth, healing, and reconciliation and to 
elevating the stories, culture, and community of the original inhabitants of 
Los Angeles County. We are grateful to have the opportunity to live and work 
on these ancestral lands. We are dedicated to growing and sustaining 
relationships with Native peoples and local tribal governments, including (in 
no particular order) the

To learn more about the First Peoples of Los Angeles County, please visit the Los Angeles 
City/County Native American ​Indian Commission website at: lanaic.lacounty.gov.
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Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council

Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation

Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation
San Fernando Band of Mission Indians

Coastal Band of Chumash Nation
Gabrielino/Tongva Nation
Gabrielino Tongva Tribe



Overview
OGP provides financial support to assist and strengthen nonprofit arts organizations who provide quality arts 
programs and enrich the lives of Los Angeles County residents.

• Two-year grants
• Project-based funding
• Cash match required

Featured grantees: Libros Schmibros, Freewaves, Synchromy, 
Kadima Conservatory of Music
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OGP Applicant
Eligibility Requirements

● Tax-exempt status 501(c)(3) OR fiscally-sponsored with 
a comprehensive (Model A) agreement, sponsor 
located in CA

● Principal offices in LA County (as indicated in submitted 
990 tax forms)

● Primary mission to provide arts programming

● 50%+ of organization’s budget is dedicated to arts 
programming and activities

● Functioning Board of Directors

● At least two years of programming 2024-2026
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OGP Applicant
Eligibility Not Eligible to Apply

• Primary mission to raise funds

• Educational institutions (such as universities, schools, 
etc.)

• Primary mission to provide non-arts programming

• Individual artists

• City or County Departments or Agencies & their 501(c)(3) 
partners

• Using fiscal sponsors if agreement is other than Model A

• Social service, religious, or welfare organizations

• Organizations not open to the public

• Organizations who have not met all grant requirements 
in prior cycles
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OGP Project
Eligibility

Projects that are eligible

• Regular season activities i.e. operations, such as securing 
rehearsal space, marketing activities, paying artists 
and/or associated activities

• All phases of a project, from planning through 
implementation (activities requested in year one can be 
different from activities that are requested in year two)

• Existing projects

• Combination of various types of activities

• Large and small projects

• Virtual programming
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OGP Project
Eligibility

Projects that are NOT eligible

• Scholarly research

• Projects performed or exhibited outside of Los Angeles County

• Programs not accessible to the public

• Purchase of major equipment, land, buildings or construction, 
maintenance of existing facilities, or other capital expenditures

• Travel or housing costs

• Hospitality or food costs

• Funds going directly into trusts, endowments, or cash reserves

• Fundraising activities such as costs for gala or other fundraising 
events

• Projects with religious or proselytizing purposes

• Participation in another Department of Arts and Culture 
program

• Projects that support, sponsor, or are related to competitions
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Preparing to 
Apply - Checklist

SMU DataArts Profiles + Financials

 Downloaded DataArts OGP Funder Report (based on completion of 3 
years of cultural data profiles from SMU DataArts)

 Copy of Federal Form 990, 990-EZ or 990-N for the organization’s 
most recently completed fiscal year (fiscally sponsored also need 
internal financials)

 Completed financial audit (only for organizations with budgets $2M 
+ up)

 Screenshot of SOS active status

 Contribution and Agent Declaration Form Information (Levine Act 
Compliance for mid-large budget organizations)

CEII Statement, Policy or Plan

 Board-adopted statement, policy or plan regarding the Cultural 
Equity and Inclusion Initiative

 Proof of Board adoption

Artistic Documentation

 Video, PowerPoint, Audio, Published Materials and/or Images of 
Work
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Preparing to 
Apply - Checklist

 Arts Education curriculum sample*

 Letters of Recommendation

 Reviews

 Optional: Marketing Materials

*Required for certain Arts Education proposals 

Other Supplemental Documentation (if 
applicable)
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Guideline 
Clarifications & 
Updates

Updates for all applicants:

 The OGP request formula has been recalibrated. 
Request amounts will be closer to final projected 
award  amounts. 

 Active status/good standing screenshot from the 
California Secretary of State now required.

 Organizations must affirm that their project funding 
will be used for activities and programs that take 
place in Los Angeles County and provide an 
explanation in their application.

 Organizations that have experienced deficits will not 
be disqualified.
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Guideline 
Clarifications & 
Updates

Coming soon:

 Beginning next cycle (OGP 2028-29), applications 
that are late, ineligible or incomplete will not 
advance to panel review, without exception.

 Organizations are encouraged to take advantage 
of courtesy staff reviews offered during the open 
application period. 

 There will be no corrections period for staff 
review to provide missing attachments for 
incomplete applications after the deadline. 
Organizations will need to wait until the next cycle 
to apply again.
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OGP Categories by 
Budget Size

Budget Categories

● All applicants fall under one of four budget categories

● Request amount is a calculation based on a 
percentage of the most recent annual budget number
in your OGP Funder Report

● Essentially, the larger the budget, the larger the 
request amount with a maximum request of ~$79,000
(budgets of $40M+)

● Our request amount formula is meant to ensure 
alignment with our OGP vision and values (prioritizing 
small to midsize organizations) 12



Preparing to 
Apply - Financials

● Fill out SMU DataArts Cultural Data Profile (CDP) at 
culturaldata.org

● Download and attach the OGP Funder Report from SMU 
DataArts

● Attach 990 for most recently completed fiscal year (ENDING ON 
OR AFTER DEC. 2024)

● Fiscally-sponsored organizations: provide internal financials

● Organizations with $2M+ budgets: provide most recent financial 
audit. (ENDING ON OR AFTER JUN. 2024)
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Budget 
Category Budget Size Financial Requirements

OGP 1-3 Up to 
$1,999,999

1. OGP Funder Report, 
2. Federal Form 990

OGP 3-4 $2,000,000 +
1. OGP Funder Report,
2. Federal Form 990,
3. Financial Audit    



Preparing to 
Apply –
Secretary of 
State 
Screenshot of 
Active Status

● This is a new requirement and will require you to visit the California 
Secretary of State website

● Choose one of  these two ways to download and save proof of active 
status

Visit: https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business

Screenshot of SOS Site

- Visit the link for CA Sec of State
- Search for your organization in 
the search field
- Once org is found, open your 
snipping tool and capture a 
screenshot of the listing with the 
Status column showing “active” 
next to the org name

Download Certificate of 
Good Standing

- Same steps however instead 
of using the snipping tool
- Click on your organization 
name in the list 
- On right side of screen click 
request certificate

Upload the Screenshot or PDF 
into the application

- Once saved on your laptop or device
- You can click “upload” to upload it in the 
app under the OGP Financial Requirements 
task
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What should my funding request be?
https://www.lacountyarts.org/OGPGrantRequestCalculator
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• Requesting the maximum 
amount is recommended

• Starting this year, the
request amount will better 
reflect the project final award 
amount (if funded).

https://www.lacountyarts.org/OGPGrantRequestCalculator
https://www.lacountyarts.org/OGPGrantRequestCalculator


Getting Started: 
What is my 
budget size?
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 OGP Budget Size is the number in red font on page 1 
of your OGP Funder Report. 

 Use this to answer the question:

“What is your budget size for the most recent fiscal    
year” in the Budget and Project task of the application

 Don’t use your 990 to answer this question.



SMU DataArts and the Cultural Data Profile
www.cu lt u ra lda t a .o rg
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SMU DataArts x 
LA County Arts 
and Culture

Attend our SMU DataArts
Workshop in September

For details visit our SMU DataArts webpage:
https://www.lacountyarts.org/learning/professional-development/smu-

dataarts

Next Workshop:
Wednesday, Sep. 16 @ 10am
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Checklist for DataArts Requirements

1.

SUBMIT

Data from past 3 years 
in CDP profile

Reach out to their 
support center for 
help!

2.

COMPLETE

CDP Balance Sheet

3.

DOWNLOAD 

OGP Funder Report 
PDF 

DataArts does not 
send it to us!

TIP: Give yourself ample time to complete each year’s profile! 
Email: help@culturaldata.org

Phone: 877-707-DATA (877-707-3282)
19
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Submitting the OGP Funder Report

REMEMBER:​

Make sure that the “END” year and Budget of your OGP Funder Report, matches the 
“END” year and Total Revenue of your 990 tax form when submitting

20



How Grant Awards are Calculated

Org’s​
Budget 

Size
Request 
Amount

Panel 
Score

Total 
Program 
Budget

$$
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How Grant Awards are Calculated

Total Budget Size:​

$200,000
Request:​

$15,350
Score:​

98%
Fundable Request:​

$15,043

Two-year Award Amount:
~$14,742

Request is reduced by available funds for program:
$5.1 million/266 Grantee
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Project Categories

 Sustainability ​

 Organizational Capacity ​

 Artistic Capacity ​

 Accessibility 

All a pp lica n t s  m u st  se le ct  on e  o f t h e se  p ro je ct  
ca t e gor ie s

OGP 4 a pp lica n t s  m a y on ly re qu e st  fu n ds fo r  
Accessibility pro je ct s Featured grantee: Clairobscur Dance
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Sustainability
… su p p or t  fo r  e xis t in g  a r t is t ic a n d /or  a d m in is t ra t ive  
p ro je ct s  t h a t  h e lp  su st a in  t h e  m iss ion  a n d  g oa ls  o f 

a r t s  o rg a n iza t ion s

Featured grantees: 826LA, Academy Foundation
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Organizational Capacity
… su p p or t  fo r  n e w p ro je ct s  t h a t  in cre a se  t h e  

o rg a n iza t ion a l ca p a cit y a n d  in fra s t ru ct u re  o f a r t s  
o rg a n iza t ion s

Featured grantees: JUiCE, Deaf West Theatre
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Artistic Capacity
… su p p or t  fo r  n e w p ro je ct s  t h a t  in cre a se  t h e  a r t is t ic 

ca p a cit y o f a r t s  o rg a n iza t ion s. 

Featured grantees: Kenneth Walker Dance, Long Beach 
Symphony 26



Accessibility
… su ppor t  n e w or  e xis t in g  p ro je ct s  t h a t  p rovide  pu b lic 

a cce ss  t o  a r t s  a ct ivit ie s  a n d  p rog ra m s.

Featured grantees: Pasadena Conservatory 
of Music, Plaza de la Raza
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Cultural Equity and Inclusion for LA County

Tim e lin e :​
2015 – Motion passed by BOS to construct a “countywide conversation”​
2016 – 18-month public process including townhalls, focus groups, advisory 
committee and research.​
2017 – Report released, recommendations approved by BOS.​
2018 – New OGP requirement for all applicants.​
2020-25 – A new Cultural Policy and Antiracism, Diversity and Inclusion (ARDI) 
Strategic Plan for the County.

Links to read more:​
h t t p s:/ /www.la cou n t ya r t s .org / ce ii-re p or t ​
h t t p s:/ /www.la cou n t ya r t s .org / a b ou t / cu lt u ra l-e q u it y-in clu sion -in it ia t ive ​
h t t p s:/ /www.la cou n t ya r t s .org /CEIICu lt u ra lPolicy
h t t p s:/ / ce o .la cou n t y.g ov/a rd i/

“…improved educational outcomes, better physical and mental health care and outcomes, increased housing and 
housing stability, meaningful employment opportunities, and an equitable and fair criminal justice system.” 
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Cultural Equity and Inclusion Requirement

h t t p s:/ /www.la cou n t ya r t s .o rg /og p -ce ii-worksh op -fre qu e n t ly-a ske d -qu e st ion s
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Cultural Equity 
and Inclusion 
Requirement 

We strongly encourage organizations that 
submit a plan to ensure they are providing 
strategies and methods for measuring 
success around all five key areas: board, 
management, staff, volunteer and artist 
composition, as well as programming and 
audiences/participants. 

FAQ We bpa ge

Statement

● Brief explanation of why the organization is 
committed to diversity, equity, inclusion and access, 
and the alignment of that commitment to the overall 
mission of the organization. 

Policy

● Outlines the organization’s broad vision for and 
commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion and 
access, and the alignment of that commitment to 
the overall mission of the organization as defined in 
their statement, and further details what the 
organization does to realize that statement. 

Plan

● Outlines how the organization will work/works 
toward complying fully with policy and evaluating 
progress on an annual basis.

30
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Checklist for the CEI Requirement
https://www.lacountyarts.org/about/cultural-equity-inclusion-initiative

REVIEW CEII 
REPORT

• Begin by visiting the Cultural Equity 
and Inclusion Initiative (CEII) “about” 
page (linked above)

• Optionally, review the 
recommendations from the Board of 
Supervisors in the Cultural Equity and 
Inclusion Report for context and 
background:

https://www.lacountyarts.org/ceii-
report

DISCUSS WITH 
YOUR BOARD 

MEMBERS

• Review links to the online toolkit or 
attend a CEII workshop

• Links to the toolkit and the workshop 
schedule are available at our website 
and can be found in the guidelines

DOCUMENT AND 
APPROVE 

STATEMENT, POLICY 
OR PLAN

• REMEMBER: All statements, policies 
and plans MUST be approved by the 
organization’s board of directors and 
the proof of approval must be 
uploaded in the application along 
with the statement, policy or plan
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Cultural Equity and Inclusion Workshops
Upcom in g  Fre e  Worksh ops t o  Be g in  (o r  Re fre sh ) you r  Cu lt u ra l Equ it y a n d  In clu sion  St a t e m e n t , Po licy, Pla n

September 11 and 18, 2026

h t t p s:/ /www.la cou n t ya r t s .o rg /CEIIOrga n iza t ion St a t e m e n t s
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Artistic Documentation

Disciplines:​

• ​Arts Education​
•Arts Service​
•Dance​
•Literary​
•Media Arts​
•Multidisciplinary​
•Music-Choral/Opera​
•Music Instrumental​
•Presenting​
•Theatre​
•Traditional & Folk Art​
•Visual Art

HYPERLINKS ARE ALLOWED!
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Artistic Documentation

Exa m ple : 

GYOPO

(OGP 2, Visu a l Ar t s)

Powe rpo in t - Art is t ic Sa m p le ​

LINK TO SAMPLE
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Artistic Documentation

Exa m ple : 

Gra n d  Vision  Fou n da t ion

(OGP 3, Ar t s  Edu ca t ion , Mu sic)​

Vide o  - Art is t ic Sa m p le ​

LINK TO SAMPLE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HMEhe8CxO8


Arts Education Projects
Are  you  MAINLY se rvin g  5-18 ye a r  o ld s t h rou gh  you r  p rog ra m  or  p ro je ct ?

• In-school programming?

• Out-of-school, extended 
learning?​

• Community-based 
programming?

Featured grantee: Alliance of California Traditional Arts
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Arts Education Projects in Schools
Addit ion a l Re qu ire m e n t s  fo r  Art s  Edu ca t ion ​ Prog ra m s/Pro je ct s*

 Provide  de t a ils  a bou t  you r  p rog ra m  ob je ct ive s , you t h  
se rve d  a n d  h ow you r  t e a m  will fu lfill t h e se  ob je ct ive s .​

 De scr ibe  you r  t e a m ’s qu a lifica t ion s.​

 Provide  copy o f cu rr icu lu m . Th e  sa m p le  sh ou ld  
de m on st ra t e  t h a t  you  m e e t  Visu a l a n d  Pe rfo rm in g  Art s  
Con t e n t  (VAPA) s t a n da rds. ​

 Th e  Ca lifo rn ia  St a t e  Cu rr icu lu m  St a n da rds a re  a va ila b le  
a t : 
h t t p s:/ /www.cde .ca .g ov/be / s t / ss /docu m e n t s/ ca a r t ss t a n
da rds.pd f

* On ly “In -Sch oo l” p rog ra m s/p ro je ct fu n d in g  re qu e st s a re  
re qu ire d t o  su bm it  a  cu rr icu lu m ; h owe ve r , a ll o rg s  a re  
we lcom e  (a n d  e n cou ra ge d ) t o  a t t a ch  t h e m  if a va ila b le .
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Levine Act Compliance for OGP 3 & 4 Organizations

38

The County of Los Angeles requires all applicants with a funding request of $50K or more to
complete a Contribution and Agent Declaration Form to comply with the Levine Act (SB1439)​

What this means for applicants meeting this threshold:

● Connect with your staff and board members to collect information (in advance) about financial
contributions made to any LA County officials BEFORE beginning the application.

● Model A Fiscally sponsored orgs will have to collect this info from fiscal sponsors as well – connect with
them early!​

● Compile requested information so that you have it to complete at the time of application​.

● Fill out the form to the best of your ability providing information requested.



RESOURCES FOR GETTING STARTED TO MEET NEW REQUIREMENT:
● Watch a session recording and download the sample template ​on our website:

https://lacountyarts.org/funding/levine-act-sb1439-compliance-applicants-grant-programs

● Contact an attorney or the Fair Political Practices Commission for further guidance at 1-866-
ASK-FPPC (1-866-275-3772) or advice@fppc.ca.gov.​

IMPORTANT NOTE:​
This requirement does not affect applicant scores or funding. ​
Panelists will not have access to the form you submit. It will be hidden during panel review.
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Levine Act Compliance for OGP 3 & 4 Organizations
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Before we jump in…any questions?
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Survey Monkey Apply: New Registration
Step 1: Register  
or log in to the 
grant portal

Our site can be accessed at:
https:apply-lacdac.smapply.io/ 

To create a new account, click the green 
“register” button in the upper right

When creating a new account:

• When asked “what type of applicant are 
you?” select organization

• Remember to check your email and 
complete registration

Step 2: Verify 
email and finish 
registration

41
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Survey Monkey Apply: New Registration

Eligibility profile will ask you to provide:
• What type of applicant are you?

• All grant applicants should select organization
• Type of Organization – must be one of the following:

• 501(c)3 Nonprofit Organization
• A fiscally sponsored organization

• Org Name
• FEIN #
• DUNS#
• Address
• Supervisorial District
• Main Phone
• Mail Email

Step 3: Fill out 
eligibility profile

NOTE: Grant applications will not be visible until the eligibility 
profile is completed
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Survey Monkey Apply:
Tips for success:

• Log in information should be shared 
(and/or accessible) with staff throughout 
the life cycle of the grant

• Create a profile for your organization, 
not individual staff

• Draft application responses in a word 
document and then paste them into the 
application later

• Submit applications 3 – 5 days in advance 
of the deadline to allow time to resolve 
any technical issues

Organizational Grant Program

Aug 26, 2025 12:00 PM (PDT) 

Sep 30, 2025 11:59 PM (PDT) 
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Beginning an Online Grant Application
All ope n  g ra n t s  you  m a y be  e lig ib le  fo r  will a ppe a r  a ft e r  com ple t in g  t h e  e lig ib ilit y p ro file  a n d  u se r  se t u p  
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Return to the Grant Application

To re t u rn  t o  t h e  g ra n t  a pp lica t ion  la t e r :​

• Log  in  a n d  fin d  t h e  a pp lica t ion  in  you r  lis t  o f a pp lica t ion s,​
• Th e n  click t h e  “CONTINUE” bu t t on  in  green
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Application – Tasks / Forms

Keep track of 
your progress

47



Application Tips – Narrative Questions
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TIPS

Copy + Paste from a 
Word document.

START EARLY!​

NARRATE

Tell the story of your 
organization.​

How it started – how 
it’s going…

GIVE DETAILS

Provide detail about 
the people, programs 
and goals of the 
project AND why they 
are important for the 
organization, LONG 
TERM. ​

AVOID

Using hyperbole.

Don’t use marketing 
info for the project 
narrative, help them 
understand all the 
moving parts.​

DRAW THE 
PICTURE

Connect the dots and 
tie it all back to your 
overall MISSION.

CLARITY IS KEY

Be clear and concise, 
there are character 
limits. 

Use outline or bullet 
points as a way to
save space and be 
succinct



Application Tips – Organizational Narrative

49

Mission​ History & 
Programming​

Planning and 
Leadership ​

Community/Core 
Audience​

Artistic 
Engagement and 
Quality

NOTE: OGP 1 applicants with sustainability proposals may insert their Project 
Proposal here and skip some questions later



Application Tips – Organizational Narrative

How do you describe your community/audience?

 Geography​
 Demographics​
 Economic Characteristics​
 Cultural Characteristics​
 Other​

 Be SPECIFIC. ​
 Help the panelists get to ​know your 

organization!

What does your cultural equity and inclusion work look like?

Describe how the applicant addresses and is taking steps to integrate and reflect the 
values of cultural equity and inclusion in external activities, such as programming, 
audience, and community engagement or other strategies. Provide specific details 
highlighting progress or efforts made in the last two or more years​​.
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Application Tips for Completing 
Project Revenue and Expense 

Summary
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Projected Revenue Table

Showing your projected matching revenue ​
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Projected Expense Summary

 Project cost should be at 
minimum double the 
grant request amount

 Project should take place 
between July 2027-June 
2029 so all costs should 
be for activities 
happening within that 
timeframe

 Don’t forget to provide 
details in the bottom 
box!

53



Review Criteria
Review Criteria Maximum

Points

[Criterion 1]
Artistic Quality​

35

[Criterion 2]​
Organizational Readiness (OGP 1)​
Management Capacity (OGP 2)​
Managerial Excellence (OGP 3 + 4)​

15

[Criterion 3] Quality of Project Plan​ 20
[Criterion 4] Quality of Project Evaluation​ 5
[Criterion 5]​
Response to Community Need (OGP 1)​
Relationship with Community (OGP 2)​
Defined/Addressed Community Need (OGP 3 + 4)​

25

TOTAL 100
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How to Apply – PRO TIPS!
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Download program guidelines, sample application and instructions at: ​
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP

Online application: ​
https://apply-lacdac.smapply.io   

READ THE 
GUIDELINES!

KEEP NOTES 
& 

PASSWORDS 
ACCESSIBLE DOWNLOAD 

YOUR 
SUBMITTED 

APP!

https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP
https://apply-lacdac.smapply.io/
https://apply-lacdac.smapply.io/
https://apply-lacdac.smapply.io/


Courtesy Review  

Sign up for our virtual office hours to receive a courtesy 
review of your application 

Staff will:
● Confirm eligibility 
● Review financial documents 
● Ensure compatibility of attachments 
● Answer questions

Staff will NOT:
● Read proposal narratives
● Offer feedback on project design 
● Provide specific notes on content 

In the 2028-29 cycle, there will no longer be a corrections 
period and applications with errors will not move to panel 
review.
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Proyecto Pastoral



OGP Timeline

October 5, 
2026
BY

11:59PM, PST

OGP 
Deadline 

~16 Panel 
meetings, 
roughly 80 
panelists

FEBRUARY –
MARCH 

OGP 
Applicants 

notified
JULY

LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
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Grant Review Panels

Featured grantees: Rosanna Gamson/World Wide, Quilting 
for Community, LA Opera
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QUESTIONS
Contact Department of Arts and Culture grants staff: 

● grants@arts.lacounty.gov​
● 213-202-5858

Download program guidelines, sample application 
and instructions: 

https://www.lacountyarts.org/how-to-apply-to-OGP

Online application:
https://apply-lacdac.smapply.io

Presenters:

Rosalyn Escobar, Grants Programs Manager​
Ann Jensen, Grants Specialist 
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